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● Understand the role of the Telegram app in the 

dissemination of disinformation among Brazilian far-right 

groups;

● Analyse (online) radicalization process and (offline) political 

violence against democratic institutions, especially the 

Brazilian presidential election in October 2022 

Research objectives



Why 
Telegram?



“the removal of one’s account on social media for 
breaking platform rules” 

(Rogers, 2020; VAN DIJCK,  WINKEL & SCHÄFER, 2021)

“massive bans of far-right accounts on 
mainstream social media” 

(Urman e Katz, 2020)

Deplatformization



“Telegram presents itself as a platform for open, 
uncensored, and anonymous communication 

and rarely deletes extremist content” 
(SCHULZE, H. et al, 2022, p.6)

Uncensored?



Exponential growth of Telegram in 
Brazil?



a. Dark platforms (Zeng e Schäfer, 2021); 

b. Refracted publics (Abidin, 2021);

c. Surveillance-as-method (Topinka, Finlayson & 

Osborne-Carey, 2021);

Theoretical framework



“...digital platforms that are less regulated 
and moderated… (...) [They] have three 

characteristics: content liberation, exile 
congregation, and infrastructure 

ostracization” 
(Zeng e Schäfer, 2021)

Dark platforms



🚨 ATTENTION ALL GROUP MESSAGES WILL BE DELETED FOR 

A BETTER GROUP PERFORMANCE!!! GRATEFUL FOR THE 

ATTENTION OF ALL PATRIOTS!!! 🚨

Refracted publics: transience of the 
content



STF 
(Supremo Tribunal Federal - 

Supreme Court)

$TF ( Dollar sign)

Alexandre de Moraes "Xandão" or "carecão"

Lula (squid) Molusco (mollusk)

Vacina (Vaccine) Picada (sting)

Refracted publics: discoverability



allusion to the 

Ku Klux Klan

Refracted publics: decodability



“using computational methods to scrape and collect 

large datasets of posts, comments, and profiles 

(in real-time)” 
(Topinka, Finlayson & Osborne-Carey, 2021, p. 385)

Surveillance-as-method 



Legal and ethical issues



● All chats are public and accessible to everyone; 

● We guarantee the total anonymity of users, as well as 

the impossibility of detecting their real identities; 

● It is dangerous to reveal researchers' real identities.

Legal and ethical issues



“The user inside the chats never 

posts anything” 

"Lurker"



Data structure



Groups

Channels

PostsUsers

jcfhasdkjfhsdjfhgdskfglskdgfksdgfhksgdlfgsdfjhgsdhjf
gsdkjhfgkshd

jcfhasdkjfhsdjfhgdskfglskdgfksdgfhksgdlfgsdfjhgsdhjf
gsdkjhfgkshd

jcfhasdkjfhsdjfhgdskfglskdgfksdgfhksgdlfgsdfjhgsdhjf
gsdkjhgkshd

Multi-platform ecosystem

Grammar of Telegram



Extract, Transform and Load



a. Search engine (based on Lucene)

b. Data visualization (Kibana)



a. The old problem of searching and retrieving a huge 

volume of textual data;

b. Different digital literacies of the researchers;

c. Real-time data;

d. Response time;

e. Alarm system.

Why Elasticsearch? 



Resultados



Monitor Telegram

Assessoria Especial de Enfrentamento 
à Desinformação



Gender-based violence 
cases timeline

Most shared links on 
TelegramFlow of links between platforms, 

users and Telegram chats

Examples of Analytic Tools



Ecossistema multiplataforma



Políticas de enxame 
(swarm politics)

Articulação estratégica entre agentes humanos e 

não-humanos pautada na viralização de conteúdos



Telegram: entre repertórios e 
experimentações

Mímese inversa e/ou 
“emotional narrative”



Telegram: entre repertórios e 
experimentações

Pânico
Moral



Telegram: entre repertórios e 
experimentações

Posicionamento anti-sistema

Ameaças para a atuação de 
determinadas elites

e instituições políticas



Festa da Selma

Vídeo mais compartilhado de 01 a 08/01/2023

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOa1OoIxxfA


Viagem para praia



1º Relatório
Janeiro a Julho de 2022 

2º Relatório
1 de Agosto a 14 de Setembro de 2022 

3º Relatório
30 de setembro a 15 de novembro de 

2022

4º Relatório - Ataques do 
08/01/2023

Relatórios

https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/telegram-01-relatorio-06-1.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/telegram-01-relatorio-06-1.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/telegram-01-relatorio-06-1.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/telegram-02-relatorio-03.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/telegram-02-relatorio-03.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/telegram-02-relatorio-03.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-03-relatorio-02.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-03-relatorio-02.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-03-relatorio-02.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-03-relatorio-02.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-04-relatorio-02-1.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-04-relatorio-02-1.pdf
https://internetlab.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/telegram-04-relatorio-02-1.pdf


Artigos

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09505431.2022.2105691
https://revista.internetlab.org.br/publicos-refratados-grupos-de-extrema-direita-brasileiros-na-plataforma-telegram/


Obrigado!



@labhdufba

@labhdufba

https://github.com/LABHDUFBA

https://www.youtube.com/c/LABHDUFBA



Perguntas?
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