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Research objectives

e Understand the role of the Telegram app in the
dissemination of disinformation among Brazilian far-right

groups;

e Analyse (online) radicalization process and (offline) political
violence against democratic institutions, especially the

Brazilian presidential election in October 2022



Why

Telegraom?




Deplatformization

“the removal of one’s account on social media for
breaking platform rules”

(Rogers, 2020; VAN DIJCK, WINKEL § SCHAFER, 2021)

“massive bans of far-right accounts on

mainstream social media”
(Urman e Katz, 2020)



“Telegram presents itself as a platform for open,
uncensored, and anonymous communication
and rarely deletes extremist content”

(SCHULZE, H. et al, 2022, p.6)



Exponential growth of Telegram in
Brazil?

FLAVIO BOLSONARO

INSCREVA-SE NO Informacdes do Canal
H =l =i P y|\ 4 | __~r ] ' ,
‘W-Lﬁﬂ iﬁ““%ﬂ == -~

7 :
SeNADORFLAVIOBOLSONAR NS <N AP jair M. Bolsonaro 1 #
b X - BAIXEAGORA' -
INFORMACOES ATUALIZADAS \) !
Ls :;-IZQKVIO BOLSONAR| O ’ E‘ EGRAM

DIARIAMENTE %
RO * ATENCAO! Canal Pessoal de Jair Messias Bolsonaro.

Meus caros, envie o link do canal pa|

Pode acontecer do WhatsApp ficar fora do ar nesta terca-feira (7 de

setembro).
Por isso, baixe o Telegram para nao perder nenhuma noticia. Notificacbes
https://t.me/senadorflaviok )

o~ Compartilhe no WhatsApp VISUALIZAR CANAL

FLAVIO BOLSONARO
Canal oficial do senador Flavio
Bolsonaro - RJ B



Theoretical framework

a. Dark platforms (Zeng e Schifer, 2021);

b. Refracted publics (Abidin, 2021);

c. Surveillance-as-method (Topinka, Finlayson &
Osborne-Carey, 2021);



Dark platforms

“..digital platforms that are less regulated
and moderated...(...) [They] have three
characteristics: content liberation, exile
congregation, and infrastructure
ostracization”

(Zeng e Schafer, 2021)



Refracted publics: transience of the

content

E3 ATTENTION ALL GROUP MESSAGES WILL BE DELETED FOR
A BETTER GROUP PERFORMANCE!!! GRATEFUL FOR THE
ATTENTION OF ALL PATRIOTS!!! £



Refracted publics: discoverability

STF $TF ( Dollar sign)

(Supremo Tribunal Federal -
Supreme Court)

Alexandre de Moraes "Xandao" or "carecao"

Lula (squid) Molusco (mollusk)

Vacina (Vaccine) Picada (sting)




Refracted publics: decodability

allusion to the
Ku Klux Klan

SETEMBRO
QUARTA-FEIRA



Surveillonce-as-method

“using computational methods to scrape and collect
large datasets of posts, comments, and profiles

(in real-time)”

(Topinka, Finlayson § Osborne-Carey, 2021, p. 385)






Legal and ethical issues

All chats are public and accessible to everyone;
We guarantee the total anonymity of users, as well as
the impossibility of detecting their real identities;

It is dangerous to reveal researchers' real identities.



“The user inside the chats never

posts anything”






Graommar of Telegram

Multi-platform ecosystem
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Extract, Transform and Load

%@ elastic

Qualitative team
Grounded Theory
Cybernetics
Populism
Hybrid war

Quantitative team
Data Warehouse EDA
Metadata NLP
Summary data Al
Raw data

Lurker



% ¢ elastic

a. Search engine (based on Lucene)

b. Data visualization (Kibana)



Why Elasticsearch?

a. The old problem of searching and retrieving a huge
volume of textual data;

b. Different digital literacies of the researchers;

c. Real-time data;

d. Response time;

e. Alarm system.






Monitor Telegram
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Examples of Analytic Tools

Ecossistema multiplataforma  Word2vec
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Ecossistema multiplataforma




Politicas de enxame
(swarm politics)

Articulacao estratégica entre agentes humanos e

nao-humanos pautada na viralizacao de conteudos



Telegram: entre repertorios e

experimentagoes

Mulheres Com Bolsonaro (OFICIAL)nB @MulheresComBol3 - Oct 1 v
Ele Ndo / Ele Sim

Mimese inversa e/ou
“emotional narrative”

"~ TATICA



Telegrom: entre repertorios e
experimentagoes

Burger King botando crianga pra ensinar adulto a dar a bunda virar @ ™ *Vamos bater nos 200mil deslikes "2+
viado e virar trans.

O Burger King estd com uma publicidade onde criangas dizem o
que é LGBTQAI+

https

YouTube

Burger King | Como explicar?

Sempre tem um adulto que, quando vé algo relacionado a

LGBTQAI+, pensa: "como eu vou explicar isso pra uma crianga?".

Mas, ao contrario do que eles pensam, as criangas acham esses ... https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=301GI
2 ¥

&

Acesse agora mesmo o link abaixo e dé o seu DESLIKE.

Faca isso agora pelas nossas criangas! Pelos nossos filhos e netos!

1D LI+ TN

Repasse para todos os seus grupos de WhatsApp.

. .& YouTube

- Burger King | Como explicar?
. m adulto que, quando vé algo relacionado a
Chart options bnsa: "como eu vou explicar isso pra uma crianga?".
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Telegrom: entre repertorios e
experimentagoes

A I}IJIIII(; DOS JUIZES MATOU A SISTEMA GLOBO DE TELEVISAO

A UNICA EMISSORA DE TV QUE
l“s'l.";n BRAS“.EIHA CONSEGUE PERSEGUIR TODOS OS DIAS O
¥

ICOTE AOS
ANUNCIANTES
DA GLOBO!

..:... [TAIPAVA %
A
-
S 1 3] | ¥casc)

¥ § @ @cabogilbertosilva
Ameacas para a atuacio de

. . | ‘ oo determinadas elites
Posicionamento anti-sistema e instituicées politicas



Festa da Selma
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Relatorios
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Artigos

Articles

Demarcating Patriotic Science on Digital
Platforms: Covid-19, Chloroquine and the
Institutionalisation of Ignorance in Brazil
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Digital Anthropology Meets Data
Science

Analyzing online ecosystems in real time, teams of anthropologists and data scientists can

begin to understand rapid social changes as they happen.

v artigo
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